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Miller Hendry 
raise thousands by writing 
Wills for Charity! 

There is practically no area of life today that does 

not involve some aspect of financial planning. 

Miller Hendry (Asset Management) Limited is a 

company wholly owned by Miller Hendry Solici-

tors specialising in providing Independent Finan-

cial Planning advice. 

Their role is to listen to clients’ needs and objec-

tives, take account of their present circumstanc-

es and attitude to risk and recommend an appro-

priate course of action. They can give clients 

professional advice on all aspects of financial 

planning, including the complex area of retire-

ment planning, investments, Inheritance Tax, 

long term care planning and protection for de-

pendents. 

If you require any further information regarding 

their service propositions, or if you would like to 

arrange an appointment, please contact Michael 

Smith on (01382 907360). You can also find fur-

t h e r  i n f o rm a t i o n  f r o m  t h e i r  w e b s i t e 

www.mham.co.uk including their company bro-

chure. 

Miller Hendry have raised £9,695 for charity, by writing 135 

Wills for clients in Tayside and Strathearn as part of November 

2011’s Will Aid campaign. Clients were offered a basic Will and asked to make a donation 

instead of paying our usual fees. The money raised is shared by Actionaid, Age UK, British 

Red Cross, Christian Aid, NSPCC, Save the Children, SCIAF, Sightsavers and Trocaire. 

Ernie Boath, head of Miller Hendry’s Private Client Department, commented on the suc-

cess of the campaign: 

“Nearly 70% of the Scottish adult population don’t have a Will. There is a common miscon-

ception that an individual’s estate will automatically go to their spouse or children but that 

isn’t necessarily the case. There can often be complications such as children from a previous 

marriage or property/business to be disposed of. Will Aid enables us to reach people who 

otherwise wouldn’t be making a Will. We are delighted to take part and use our profession-

al skills to benefit these charities. To think we’ve raised so much for charity in the Will Aid 

month is terrific.”                continued over…..... 
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Will Aid Campaign Manager, Shirley Marsland, said: 

“The Will Aid charities are so grateful for the generosity and hard work of the team at 

Miller Hendry. This has been the most successful campaign to date and overall we have 

raised over £2 million. The Will Aid charities will be able to put the money raised to im-

mediate use.”  

Ann Ward of SCIAF visited the firm to thank the staff involved and to present them with 

a Will Aid certificate. She explained the importance of the solicitors’ hard work to SCIAF:  

“Last year SCIAF received £67,000 from the Will Aid scheme.  We used this money to help 
people living in extreme poverty, giving them the tools, training and support they need to 
provide for themselves and their family. We work with the poorest and most in need, in 
Africa, Asia and Latin America and we can’t thank Miller Hendry enough.” 

 
We would like to thank those clients who took part in the scheme and helped us raise so 

much for these very worthwhile causes.  

Tax—how can we help? 

Miller Hendry offer tax advice and 

assistance in relation to Personal Tax 

advice, Capital Gains Tax planning, 

Inheritance Tax planning and taxa-

tion during the administration of 

Estates and Trusts, Please contact 

our tax specialist, Lesley Rance 

01738 637311 to discuss any of these 

issues. 

Tax Summary for 2012/13 

Tax Rate News:- 

The Higher Rate Threshold is decreased 

from £35,000 to £34,370 

The Personal Allowance is increased 

from £7,475 to £8,105 
 

Tax will be charged on earned income in 
2012/13 as follows:- 
 

Basic Rate—20% on taxable income up 

to £34,370 

Higher Rate—40% on taxable income in 

excess of £34,370 

Additional Rate 50% on taxable income 

in excess of £150,000 
 

Tax payable on Capital Gains over the Annual 
Exemption of £10,600:- 

18% for Basic Rate tax payers 

28% for Higher and Additional rate tax 

payers 
 

Inheritance Tax 

Nil Rate Band—£325,000 (frozen until 

2014/15) 

Anything above the threshold taxed at 
40% (36% for those who leave 10% or 
more of their net estates to charity) 

Faulty Wills Lead To Big Inheritance Tax Bills  

One in five Wills have basic errors according to a report released by the Legal Services 
Board (LSB). The LSB are responsible for overseeing the regulation of lawyers in England 
and Wales, but their findings correspond with our own experiences here in Tayside and 
Strathearn. Writing a Will is vital to protect assets built up over a lifetime to ensure they 
go to the right people when you die. They can also help reduce the Inheritance Tax (IHT) 
due on your estate. All to often, by the time mistakes have been discovered, it is too late 
to do anything about it. 

Our Private Client team here at Miller Hendry have seen how poorly drafted Wills can 
cause anguish for relatives and in some cases, unexpected bills from the tax man. 

It doesn't surprise us that so many Wills have been found 
to be faulty. The law changes regularly and it is very diffi-
cult for the lay-person to keep up to date. Even if you do 
keep abreast of changes, you have to know how to apply 
the law in the right way. 

There are many common myths about IHT and Wills, so 
you should really consult a Solicitor to get the right ad-
vice. To protect the interests of clients, all practising Solic-
itors in Scotland are regulated by the Law Society of Scot-

land and carry expensive professional insurance. Far too many people have sloppy Wills 
that need to be changed and, unfortunately, many people don't have a Will at all. 

If you are thinking about getting a Will drafted or want a review of your existing Will 
don’t hesitate to get in touch with Miller Hendry. 

Miller Hendry raise thousands by writing Wills 

for Charity!  cont. 

http://www.legalservicesboard.org.uk/news_publications/press_releases/2012/pdf/press_release.pdf
http://www.legalservicesboard.org.uk/news_publications/press_releases/2012/pdf/press_release.pdf
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The Ageing Society 

Advances in healthcare and medicine mean we, as a nation, are living longer.  By 2034, 23% of the population is projected to be aged 
65 and over.   Whilst it is undoubtedly good news that many of us will live to a ripe old age, it can present difficulties for families 
when a relative remains physically fit into their advancing years but their mental health deteriorates.    

Conditions such as Dementia and Alzheimer’s Disease are becoming increasingly common.   Many of those who suffer from these 
conditions were once intelligent and independent people used to looking after their own finances and making their own decisions. 
Many families will therefore have to face making a decision about how to look after mum or dad’s interests when they reach a stage 
where they are unable to do so for themselves.    

A Power of Attorney authorises another person to act on an Adult’s behalf when that person becomes so infirm that they are unable 
to handle their own affairs.  However, a Power of Attorney can only be granted whilst the Adult is mentally capable.  By the time that 
an Adult has become mentally incapable, it is too late to put a Power of Attorney in place.  Those without a Power of Attorney in 
place are vulnerable because they lack the capacity to make decisions for themselves, and family members have no legal authority to 
make decisions for them.  The Adults with Incapacity (Scotland) Act 2000 offers a solution to this problem.    

Under the 2000 Act, those close to someone who has become mentally incapacitated can apply to the Court to be appointed as their 
Guardian.   The Court can grant: 

a Welfare Guardianship Order to enable someone to look after a loved one’s welfare (and make decisions about, for exam-
ple, where the person should live);  

a Financial Guardianship Order to look after their finances (including, for example, the power to sell their home to meet care 
costs); or  

an Order combining Welfare and Financial powers.   

The person appointed Guardian can be someone close to the incapable Adult, such as a spouse or child, or it can be a Professional, 
such as a Solicitor, who is nominated by the family to look after the Adult’s financial affairs.   

The Scottish Legal Aid Board (SLAB) do not means test the award of Legal Aid for welfare guardianship applications, which means that 
SLAB will often, but not in all cases, meet the entire legal costs of a Guardianship Application.   The result is that many families can 
instruct a Solicitor at no cost to themselves or to the incapable Adult.    

Guardianship Applications are, however, not restricted to the elderly.  Anyone with a child who has special needs who is approaching 
adulthood should also consider applying for a Guardianship Order.  In these circumstances, parents who obtain a Guardianship Order 
are authorised to remain involved in their child’s care after the age of 16.   Those without a Guardianship Order will find it difficult to 
remain involved in their child’s care as they are not legally authorised to make decisions on their child’s behalf once that child legally 
becomes an Adult.    

There are strict time limits which apply to Applications for Guardianship Orders and proper legal advice at an 
early stage is therefore recommended.  

Please feel free to contact us to discuss Powers of Attorney or Guardianship Orders. 
 

 

Population projections for 2034 are ONS National Population Projections (NPP) 2008 based.  
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Miller  Hendry is a long estab-

lished legal and estate agency 

practice which has served individ-

uals and businesses in the Tayside 

and Strathearn area for genera-

tions.  The firm has grown to be 

one of the largest legal practices 

in the area.  Our staff include 

highly professional solicitors and 

legal staff, trust and tax special-

ists, property valuation managers 

and sales negotiators who are all 

equipped to provide a comple-

mentary blend of specialist and 

more general expertise in various 

fields. 

 

We continue to try to shape in a 

proactive way the services we 

provide to meet the ever changing 

needs of our clients.  Whatever 

the problem, be it personal or 

business, large or small, routine or 

complex, it will be given individual 

attention and will be handled ac-

cording to the highest profession-

al standards.  

Private Client matters 
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Incentive for Charitable Legacies 

You may already be aware of the news from HM Revenue and Customs last year that legacy 
donations to charities will reduce Inheritance Tax (IHT) for the donors, but here is a remind-
er of this important change. 

From 6th April 2012, a donation pledged to your favourite charity or charities of at least 
10% of your taxable wealth will see IHT reduced by 4%. In other words, it will reduce the 
IHT payable from its current level of 40% down to 36%.  

The main party leaders,  David Cameron MP,  Nick Clegg MP and Ed Miliband MP, have all 
committed to leave such a legacy in their Wills, as well as a number of wealthy business 
leaders such as Richard Branson,  Innocent Drinks founder Richard Reed and the former 
BMI airline chief, Michael Bishop.  

It is not, however, only the super-rich who can see benefits from the new tax arrange-
ments. For example: 

A single person leaving an estate of £450,000 without a charitable legacy will have 
(after the standard allowances) a taxable estate of £125,000 and be subject to IHT of 
£50,000, leaving £400,000 to bequeath to family etc. 

If the same person left a legacy to charity of £12,500 (i.e. 10% of their taxable estate), 
that will result in IHT of £45,000, meaning the £12,500 legacy has in effect only cost 
the estate £7,500. 

Legacies are an important way of ensuring you continue to support your favourite charity 
after your death, and the new rules would mean your family will have to pay 4% less IHT. If 
you would like to hear more about this with a view to incorporating charitable legacies into 
your Will, please contact us. 

Recognised Excellence 
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Susan M Green 
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